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Introduction 


The Third World is no longer a group of 
foreign, distant countries whose problems 
and destinies are irrelevant to Canadians. It 
has become a reality that affects our daily 
lives. More and more it has become clear 
that what happens in the most distant 
places can touch us personally. The price of 
a cup of coffee, a tank full of gas or a 
monthly mortgage payment is affected by 
frosts in Colombia, energy decisions at 
OPEC meetings and economic policies in 
the United States. A new global society has 
emerged within which interdependence 
grows day by day. 


Growing interdependence is causing the in- 
terests and future of the industrialized coun- 
tries of the North and the developing coun- 
tries of the South to become more and 
more intertwined. A wide economic gulf, 
however, threatens the stability of this in- 
terdependent world. In the North, one- 
quarter of the world’s population earns 
four-fifths of the world’s income and enjoys 
the highest standard of living ever known. 
In the South, nearly one billion people live 
in miserable poverty, their basic needs such 
as shelter, decent food and clothing, 
employment and a basic education unmet. 


Reducing the economic gulf between North 
and South is one of the greatest challenges 
of our time. The problems to be solved in 
this effort are often beyond the scope of 
any one country; they require international 
solutions. One of the most effective ways to 
narrow this gap on a lasting basis is 
through the transfer of knowledge. Canada 
is assisting in this effort. The Canadian In- 
ternational Development Agency (CIDA), 
which carries out most of Canada’s official 
development assistance program, supports 
the grant-funded general technical assistance 
cooperation programs of the United Nations 
system and other international organiza- 
tions, including the Commonwealth, la 
Francophonie, and the system of interna- 
tional agricultural research centres. 


The United 


Nations 


One of the primary purposes of the United 
Nations is to coordinate and fund interna- 
tional development assistance and to bring 
about the necessary fundamental changes in 
prevailing socio-economic systems. Assis- 
tance bearing the United Nations label is a 
cooperative undertaking; each recipient 
government makes a contribution to 
development projects, whether large or 
small. Assistance from the organization and 
its agencies is granted only to governments 
at their specific request and with no 
political strings attached. 


In 1946, when the regular budget of the UN 
first made modest provision for a coopera- 
tive transfer of skills, the notion of a 
systematic and sustained technical assistance 
program was an exciting departure in inter- 
national thinking. Gradually the need for 
more assistance funds and a wider range of 
projects led to the establishment of interna- 
tional agencies such as the United Nations 
Development Program, the United Nations 
Children’s Fund, and the United Nations 
Fund for Population Activities. This 
established the UN as being more than a 
political organization. Development is an 


The UN carries out thousands of development projects 
each year, with the assistance being a cooperative under- 
taking — each recipient government makes a contribu- 
tion to the projects. (CIDA photo: D. Barbour) 


excellent way of working for peace, and 
significant funds are allotted to this end by 
the UN, with thousands of projects 

being carried out each year. 


The United Nations 
Development Program 
(UNDP) 


The UNDP, supported by Canada since its 
inception in 1965, has evolved into the 
primary UN assistance program, involved in 
virtually every aspect of social and 
economic development from food produc- 
tion to population control. A global part- 
nership of 170 countries and territories, and 
about 30 international agencies, the UNDP 
represents a promise by the world’s govern- 
ments to work together for the good of all 
its countries and peoples. Participating 
countries range from the richest to the 
poorest, representing every shade of 
economic and political ideology. 


The UNDP provides development assistance 
on two levels: by helping to mobilize and 
allocate financial and other resources for 
technical cooperation, and by preparing 
projects for follow-up capital investment. In 
so doing the UNDP implements national or 
country programs prepared by recipient 
governments, formulates regional programs 
designed to foster development cooperation 
among countries in the same area, and in- 
terregional and global programs that con- 
centrate on basic development-related 
research and the application of innovative 
technologies. 


The goal of the UNDP is to create a more 
widespread and equitable sharing of the 
benefits of economic progress and to pro- 
mote self-reliance. The alleviation of pover- 
ty is the single most common thread in the 
country programs supported by the UNDP 
and 80 per cent of its funds are channelled 
into countries with annual per capita in- 
comes under U.S. $500. 


The UNDP provides a very broad spectrum 
of support for developing country 
endeavors to strengthen human skills, ex- 
pand physical infrastructure and attract and 
effectively use capital investment. The 
UNDP's action focuses on the needs, oppor- 
tunities and energies of the developing 


world and, as such, goes right to the heart 
of development. Knowledge and expertise 
from around the world is mobilized in this 
effort. 


In implementing its programs and projects, 
the UNDP relies on an extensive field 
system — comprising 114 offices — which 
is the world’s most widespread and com- 
prehensive development service network. 
The UNDP plays a central and coordinating 
role in the United Nations development 
system which is known as a tripartite 
system. The three parties and their roles are 
the following: a) the recipient country 
defines its own priorities and confines its 
strategy in a country program; b) the 
UNDP receives contributions from donor 
governments, allocates resources to recipient 
countries and manages the country pro- 
gramming process; and c) the executing 
agencies (mainly the UN specialized agen- 
cies) are hired by the UNDP, in accordance 
with their own area of interest, in order to 
deliver the projects. The UNDP’s resident 
representatives have the mandate to coor- 
dinate all the UN operational development 
activities in their respective countries, and, 
as such, they also have the title of UN Resi- 
dent Coordinator. They furnish, for exam- 
ple, local representation for a number of 
UN organizations, including the World 
Food Program, the UN Environment Pro- 
gram and the UN Disaster Relief 
Organization. 


Virtually every nation on earth contributes 
to the UNDP. In 1983-84, the total amount 
of pledges of financial support was about 
U.S. $860 million, of which Canada con- 
tributed $59 million. 


In 1982 the UNDP was active in Africa 
(1,682 projects, U.S. $258.1 million), Asia 
(1,599 projects, U.S. $244.3 million), Latin 
America (843 projects, U.S. $76 million), 
and the Arab states (568 projects, U.S. 
$64.5 million). Among the sectors of con- 
centration were agriculture, forestry and 
fisheries (983 projects, U.S. $160.7 million); 
development policy and planning (679 proj- 
ects, U.S. $87.4 million); natural resources 
(513 projects, U.S. $86.5 million); industry 
(875 projects, U.S. $86.3 million); transpor- 
tation and communications (554 projects, 
U.S. $82.6 million); education (307 projects, 
U.S. $40.9 million); employment (280 proj- 
ects, U.S. $39.6 million); and health (268 
projects, U.S. $28.7 million). 


The UNDP is also responsible for supervis- 
ing a variety of special purpose funds and 
programs. Now reporting to the UNDP 
Governing Council, in addition to the 
UNFPA, are: 


The Special Measures Fund for Least 
Developed Countries (LLDCs), which pro- 
vides flexible, cost-effective assistance in 
LLDC priority areas. 


The UN Capital Development Fund, which 
provides concessional (low-interest) capital 
assistance to the world’s poorest countries. 


The UN Revolving Fund for Natural 
Resources Exploration, which is virtually 
the sole source of support for the explora- 
tion of minerals and energy resources for 
which financing is difficult to find due to 


high risks. 


The UN Sudano-Sahelian Office, which is 
the UN’s central mechanism for coor- 
dinating efforts to assist the eight drought- 
striken Sahelian countries in implementing 
recovery and rehabilitation programs. 

It is also helping 19 African countries in the 
battle against desertification. 


The UN Volunteers, which provides 
engineers, vocational instructors, doctors, 
economists, and other professionals to 
developing countries. 


The Special Fund for Landlocked Develop- 
ing Countries, which provides assistance in 
solving transit and transportation problems. 


The UNDP provides a broad spectrum of support for 
developing country endeavors to strengthen human 
skills, expand physical infrastructure and attract and 
effectively use capital investment. (CIDA photo: P. 
Chiasson) 


Development Assistance for National 
Liberation Movements, which supports 
those movements recognized by the 
Organization of African Unity, providing 
assistance in such fields as health, educa- 
tion, vocational and agricultural training 
and public administration. 


The Interim Fund for Science and 
Technology for Development, which offers 
technical and capital assistance in 
strengthening the basic scientific and 
technological capabilities of the developing 
countries. 


The Energy Account, which responds to the 
rapidly multiplying needs for pre-investment 
and exploration work for energy resources, 
particularly in the poorest countries. 


The UNDP also has the overall coordinating 
responsibility for the International Drinking 
Water Supply and Sanitation Decade, 
whose objective is to provide clean water 
and sanitation facilities for the world’s peo- 
ple by the year 1990. 


The UNDP, through the Sudano-Sahelian Office, is help- 
ing African countries in the battle against desertification. 


(CIDA photo: J. White) 


United Nations Fund for 
Population Activities 


(UNFPA) 


The extraordinarily rapid rate of growth of 
the world’s population is a serious obstacle 
to international development. Today, the 
basic needs of nearly one-quarter of the 
world’s population are unmet. Yet it is 
estimated that by the year 2000 the world 
population will increase by some two billion 
— the equivalent of creating one new 
Bangladesh a year. Ninety per cent of that 
increase will occur in the Third World. 
While poverty, malnutrition and ill-health 
persist, social tensions arising out of 
population pressures will permeate every 
aspect of life. 


The UNFPA is the largest internationally 
funded source of assistance to population 
programs in developing countries. Since its 
creation in 1969, it has played a key role in 
population assistance at the global, regional 
and national levels. The UNFPA engages in 
two general types of activities: the funding 
of population projects and programs in in- 
dividual countries and the coordination of 
international programs. These are for the 
most part carried out by the specialized 
agencies of the UN system, but also by 
non-governmental organizations (NGOs) 
and national governments. The Fund has 
developed a “priority” approach for the 
allocation of its resources which identifies 
those countries most in need of population 
assistance. There are currently 53 priority 
countries in Asia, Africa, Latin America, 
the Caribbean and the Middle East. Two- 
thirds of the Fund’s resources available for 
country activities are allocated to these 
countries. In 1983, the UNFPA provided 
over U.S. $120 million to population ac- 
tivities, U.S. $8.33 million of which was 
contributed by Canada (roughly $10.25 
million Can.). 


The largest single portion of UNFPA’s funds 
is allocated to family planning programs, 
which amounted to 46 per cent of the 
Fund's budget in 1983. Collection of basic 
population data and population communica- 
tion and education projects took up to 17.8 
per cent and 11.2 per cent of the budget 
respectively. 


Asia is the major recipient of UNFPA 
assistance, accounting for over 40 per cent 
of 1983 allocations. Although fertility rates 
in many Asian countries are declining, 
population programs continue to expand 
and there is an increasing demand for 
UNFPA assistance, particularly in family 
planning and family health programs. 
Population information, education and com- 
munication is another major sector of Fund 
activity. 


In Africa, which accounted for 17.9 per 
cent of 1983 allocations, 42 out of 43 coun- 
tries have received UNFPA support, prin- 
cipally for censuses, analysis of census data, 
and demographic surveys. Increasingly, 
assistance is being provided for mother and 
child health care (MCH), including birth 
spacing and lowering the rate of disease and 
death among mothers and the new-born. 
Almost all countries have established MCH 
programs. 


Population assistance in Latin America (12.7 
per cent of 1983 allocations) has recently 
shifted from primarily data collection and 


The UN Children’s Fund is the main channel for the 
delivery of grass-roots programs to one of the most 
vulnerable groups in developing countries. (CIDA photo: 


analysis to programs which include family 
planning as a component of primary health 
care, women’s programs and rural develop- 
ment programs. 


United Nations 
Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) 


Of the children now growing up in the 
world, three out of every four live in 
developing countries. Many suffer from 
hunger and disease, many lack the chance 
to learn to read and write and acquire 
elementary skills. The purpose of the UN 
Children’s Fund is to help countries to pro- 
vide health, nutrition and welfare services 
so that their children may grow up into 
healthy and useful citizens. Indeed, for 
many millions of people around the world, 
UNICEF is the first and possibly the only 
hand of the UN which reaches directly into 
their everyday lives. 


Canada was one of the members of a com- 
mittee that in 1946 recommended the 
establishment of a temporary voluntary 
fund to provide emergency aid for children 
in war-ravaged countries. UNICEF was the 
outcome. In 1950, UNICEF’s mandate was 
changed to emphasize programs of long- 
range benefit to children of developing 
countries and in 1953 UNICEF was directed 
by the UN to continue its work indefinitely. 
In 1983, UNICEF provided U.S. $332 
million in this effort, U.S. $11.77 million of 
which was contributed directly by CIDA 
($17.1 million Can.). This support is com- 
plemented by contributions from CIDA’s 
Non-Governmental Organizations Division 
to the Canadian UNICEF Committee 
(CUC), a national NGO, which provides 
supplementary funding to selected projects. 
In 1983-84 CIDA contributed more than $6 
million to the CUC, on a 50/50 matching 
basis. 


To reach the poorest segments of the 
population, UNICEF has developed the 
basic services approach which includes 
primary health care, the provision of pure 
water supplies, and more appropriate 
technology, with special emphasis on 
women’s needs, strong community involve- 
ment, and development of local institutions. 


For example, Ethiopia, with UNICEF sup- 
port, laid the foundation for an inter- 
sectoral national health council to transform 
conventional health services along the lines 
of the public health care approach. In Sri 
Lanka, a national health council, chaired by 
the Prime Minister, has been established, 
and some initial steps have been taken to 
shift expenditures on hospitals and prestige 
institutions to the training of front-line 
health workers. During 1983, UNICEF also 
provided technical supplies and equipment 
for 53,000 health centres, mainly in rural 
areas, and provided grants for training, 
orientation and refresher courses for 69,000 
health workers. 


While emphasizing the primary health care 
approach in its country programming ac- 
tivities, UNICEF continues to support the 
World Health Organization’s expanded pro- 
gram of immunization as well as a major 
diarrheal disease control program, together 
with efforts to make developing countries 
more self-sufficient in the supply of essential 
drugs. Efforts to combat the major causes 
of infant mortality have led to an integrated 
program approach known as GOBI, which 
stands for: 


G — the use of growth monitoring charts and 
supplementary feeding when necessary; 

O —the use of oral rehydration therapy to 
treat often killing dehydration associated 
with diarrhea; 

B — promotion of breast feeding; 

I — expanded programs of immunization. 


Malnutrition and common diseases related 
to malnutrition are the major causes of 
child mortality and morbidity in developing 
countries. To help combat these deadly 
enemies, UNICEF, during 1983, assisted in 
the expansion of nutrition programs in 
19,600 villages, provided stipends to train 
20,400 village-level nutrition workers and 
provided some 24,000 metric tons of food 
for distribution through nutrition and 
emergency feeding programs. 


In developing countries, only four children 
out of ten complete primary education. 
Enrollment for girls is markedly lower than 
for boys and illiteracy among women is still 
proportionately very high. There is increas- 
ing recognition of the link between female 
literacy and the use of health and social ser- 
vice amenities and its impact on infant mor- 
tality, fertility and child nutrition and child 


health. UNICEF has put emphasis on ex- 
panding learning opportunities for out-of- 
school children, qualitative reorientation of 
primary schools, literacy and post-literacy 
activities. 


In a number of countries with which 
UNICEF cooperates, considerable progress 
has also been made in non-formal ap- 
proaches. For example, in Haiti, where the 
Department of Community Development 
runs a network of family education centres 
emphasizing health and nutrition education 
and environmental sanitation, UNICEF is 
supporting the training of women and fami- 
ly education agents. Zimbabwe, with 
UNICEF assistance, has established a well- 
developed system of non-formal education 
for women, including child care, health and 
nutrition. 


International Trade 


Centre (ITC) 


Export trade is the engine of economic 
growth. For many developing countries, 
however, export marketing is a relatively 
new activity and they lack the basic institu- 
tions and policy framework necessary for 
successfully promoting trade. They rarely 
have national trade promotion strategies, 
policies to help boost exports and such ser- 
vices for exporters as trade information and 
export financing. 


The International Trade Centre is assisting 
countries to set up the appropriate 
framework for expanding their exports. 
Established in 1964, the ITC is co-sponsored 
by the UN — acting through the UN Con- 
ference on Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD) — and the General Agreement 
on Trades and Tariffs (GATT) and it is the 
focal point for all UN assistance in trade 
promotion. 


The ITC provides a wide variety of services 
to developing countries, including assistance 
in preparing development export strategies, 
market development for export products 
(i.e., what products to sell and where), and 
training for government officials and 
business people in trade promotion and 
marketing techniques so that countries can 
use their foreign exchange reserves to the 


best advantage. It has also helped a large 
number of countries set up national 
institutes for trade promotion which coor- 
dinate all trade promotion activities, in- 
cluding trade information services. 


The ITC is giving special support to 
multinational commodity promotion as a 
means of assisting countries to increase the 


Junior Professional 
Officers and Associate 
Experts 


CIDA provides financial support for Cana- 
dians as Junior Professional Officers (JPOs) 
in the UNDP, UNICEF and UNFPA and as 
Associate Experts (AEs) in the Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) and several 
of the International Agricultural Research 
Centres (IARCs). Mutual benefit is the prin- 
ciple which underlies these programs. 
Young men and women interested in a 
career in international development are pro- 
vided an opportunity to gain valuable field 
experience in development activities — 
especially those relating to technical 
assistance — while at the same time pro- 
viding their professional services to the 
respective UN organization and, in turn, to 
developing countries. JPOs generally work 
in the areas of programming and ad- 
ministering projects whereas AEs are assign- 
ed to actual projects in specialized areas 
such as agriculture, fisheries and forestry. 
JPOs and AEs serve for a maximum of two 
years to allow as many Canadians as pos- 
sible to gain experience working in a 
developing country. Assignments are to 


effectiveness of their marketing of primary 
commodities such as tea, coir and jute. It is 
also giving increasing attention to the least 
developed countries. Canada has been pro- 
viding assistance to the ITC since 1969, 
with 1983-84 contributions amounting to 
$880,000. 


field posts only and not to the headquarters 
of the UN agencies involved in the pro- 
gram. In 1984 CIDA provided assistance for 
approximately 30 Canadians to serve with 
the various UN agencies and IARCs. 


Through the JPO and AE programs, young Canadians 
interested in a career in international development are 
provided an opportunity to gain valuable field ex- 
perience in development activities. (CIDA photo: D. 
Mehta) 


The 


Commonwealth 


It was through the Commonwealth that 
Canada’s program of country-to-country 
development assistance began. In 1950 
Canada joined other Commonwealth coun- 
tries in launching the Colombo Plan, which 
was in and of itself the first major interna- 
tional initiative to assist Third World coun- 
tries. At that time Canada gave a total of 
$25 million to India, Pakistan and Sri 
Lanka. The Colombo Plan soon led to 
initiatives on other continents, with the 
Special Commonwealth Africa Assistance 
Program and the Commonwealth Caribbean 
Assistance Program. 


In 1983-84 Canada’s official development 
assistance (ODA) program amounted to 
$1.8 billion. Past ties in the Commonwealth 
and the present imperatives of assisting its 
poorer members remain a strong influence 
in determining Canadian policies for its 


distribution; assistance to Commonwealth 
countries on a government-to-government 
basis makes up almost 40 per cent of all 
Canada’s ODA. 


The Commonwealth 
Fund for Technical 


Cooperation (CFTC) 


In terms of multilateral assistance, the 
Commonwealth Fund for Technical 
Cooperation is the primary multilateral 
mechanism for development cooperation 
between Commonwealth countries. The 
CFTC was established in 1971 with a 
budget of just over $1 million. Drawing on 
voluntary contributions from Com- 
monwealth countries, both developed and 
developing, the Fund has grown to just 
under $40 million in 1984-85. Canada is the 
single largest donor to the CFTC, providing 
well over one-third of its total resources. In 
1983-84, Canada provided $13.2 million to 
the Fund. 


The CFTC, to which Canada is the largest contributor, is the primary multilateral mechanism for development 


cooperation between Commonwealth countries. ( 


CIDA photo: D. Mehta) 


Canada, furthermore, is an active partici- 
pant in the CFTC’s policy making through 
the Fund’s Board of Representatives and 
Committee of Management. A Canadian 
currently serves as the Fund’s Managing 
Director. Canadians have also served as ex- 
perts in various capacities all over the 
Commonwealth. For instance, a Canadian 
health planning officer was sent to 
Botswana for two years, and another Cana- 
dian has advised the Government of 
Vanuatu on its potential for logging 
exports. 


Founded on the basis of mutual help, the 
CFTC remains a pioneer in promoting 
technical cooperation among developing 
countries. By conscious decision, a majority 
of the experts used by the Fund come from 
developing Commonwealth countries, 
thereby offering more relevant grass roots 
experience. Similarly, training through the 
CFTC is arranged almost exclusively in 
other developing Commonwealth countries. 
The Commonwealth Fund prides itself on 
the ability to respond quickly, innovatively, 
and with low administrative overheads to 
requests for small-scale technical assistance 
from member countries. 


The CFTC carries out its mandate in a 
number of ways: it provides experts and 
short-term consultancy services, offers 
education and training opportunities, and 
performs economic feasibility studies in in- 
dustrial and export market development. 
The General Technical Assistance Program 
helps countries to obtain qualified people 
for periods ranging from four months to 
two years. The CFTC also retains a small 
Technical Assistance Group which provides 
assistance in key sectors such as develop- 
ment economics, finance, taxation, law and 
statistics. 


Through the CFTC program of fellowships 
and training, governments nominate 
students to train in institutions throughout 
the Commonwealth. A significant propor- 
tion of these programs involve on-the-job 
training, in areas such as telecommunica- 
tions and health. 


The Fund’s Export Marketing Development 
Program aims to increase foreign exchange 
earnings for developing Commonwealth 
countries through the expansion of their ex- 
ports. The program offers assistance in pro- 
motion, marketing, credit assurance, the 
organization of trade fairs and missions, 
market surveys, training for trade negotia- 
tions and export regulations, and in the 
upgrading and adaptation of goods for ex- 
port. Finally, the CFTC’s Industrial 
Development Unit, begun in 1979, offers 
advice on particular industrial sectors and 
ventures. It has supported industries ranging 
from the development of coconut fibre to 
the manufacture of machine tools. 


It is through these multilateral efforts that 
the Commonwealth is helping to address the 
massive challenges of development. In this 
endeavor, the Commonwealth has both 
drawn on and advanced its sense of com- 
munity. Just as Canada, through CIDA, is 
playing a major part in development 
through the Commonwealth, so does the 
Commonwealth enrich Canada’s involve- 
ment in development cooperation. 


Il 


La Francophonie 


Agence de coopération 
culturelle et technique 


(ACCT) 


Founded in Niamey, Niger, in 1970, this 
multilateral organization assembles a 
number of diffuse national cultures under 
the umbrella of a common language for the 
encouragement of indigenous and self- 
sufficient development. The ACCT, which 
also fosters national identity as well as in- 
ternational cooperation, operates on assess- 
ed contributions from members and non- 
members to support programs in education, 
culture, science and technology, and social 
development. 


Language and cultural programs include the 
creation and distribution of literary and ar- 
tistic works, research in linguistic coopera- 
tion, and the preservation of national 
heritage through the collection of oral tradi- 
tions. Educational activities involve the pro- 
motion of the use of modern communica- 
tions, aid in the local production of 
teaching materials and their provision to 
isolated schools, and institutional support 
and upgrading of teaching techniques. 


Education is one of the priority sectors for the ACCT, a 
multilateral organization established in 1970 to encourage 
indigenous and self-sufficient development. (CIDA 
photo: C. McNeill) 


Training at l’Ecole internationale de 
Bordeaux has enabled trainees from a 
number of countries to upgrade their skills 
and to exchange experiences in national 
development programs. The school trains 
approximately 300 students per year. Scien- 
tific and technical projects encompass 
research in new energy technology, 
medicinal plants and information collection 
and exchange through libraries and data 
banks. Development of agriculture and im- 
provement of the environment are the goals 
for job corps of young people who seek out 
water sources, help to reforest the Sahel, 
and develop green spaces in the cities. 


In December of 1977, the Programme 
special pour le développement (PSD) was 
formed to enhance the scope and effec- 
tiveness of the ACCT’s technical coopera- 
tion activities by calling upon additional in- 
tellectual, technical and financial resources 
of its members for the realization of specific 
national projects. Giving priority to re- 
quests from the poorest countries, and those 
requests most likely to have a multiplier ef- 
fect, the PSD helps member countries to 
carry out projects which relate to their na- 
tional development plans. The PSD’s flexi- 
ble structure allows it to respond rapidly to 
a wide diversity of requests. It is run by a 
Secretariat whose Director-General is Cana- 
dian, and it is funded by voluntary con- 
tributions from member and associate states 
as well as participating governments. 


The PSD concentrates its efforts on three 
main sectors: technical assistance, training 
and upgrading, and technical and feasibility 
studies. In the technical assistance sector, 
member-to-member cooperation is favored. 
Projects have included cooperation in 
agriculture, national languages, solar 
energy, hostelry, education, development of 
radio and television, fisheries, transport, 
and arts and crafts. For example, a 
Gabonese expert was sent to Djibouti to 
train media announcers; an expert from 
Benin examined the feasibility of improving 
freight transport on Lake Tanganyika for 
Burundi; a Tunisian went to the Ivory 
Coast to advise on the commercialization of 
arts and crafts; and a Canadian expert was 
involved in the study of public finance as 
well as the operations of the Ministry of 
Finance of Dominica. 


The goal of training and educational 
upgrading activities is the adaptation of 
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technology to local conditions through the 
provision of study grants. Stressing the 
practical, or “hands-on” stage of study, 
these projects are concentrated in develop- 
ing countries themselves, both to avoid the 
brain drain to the developed world and to 
share local knowledge. Training occurs 
mostly in public health, agriculture, ad- 
ministration and the protection of local 
cultures. A Central African was seconded to 
the Ministry of Agriculture in the Ivory 
Coast; a trainee from Cameroon studied 
hotel and tourism management in Nice; two 
Beninians studied project evaluation at the 
Institut africain de développement économi- 
que et planification at Dakar, Senegal; and 
a technician from the Mauritius Ministry of 
Health was trained by Atomic Energy of 
Canada in the maintenance of a cobalt 
therapy machine. 


Technical studies have covered a wide range 
of regional concerns: tourism feasibility was 
examined in the Communauté économique 
des pays des grands lacs, which encom- 
passes Burundi, Rwanda, and Zaire; a 
Canadian legal expert has helped Mali up- 
date its legislation concerning petroleum ex- 
ploration and development; and, as a result 


of a technical study, a directory of some 
500 multidisciplinary training and teaching 
institutions in francophone developing coun- 
tries was produced and distributed. 


The PSD seeks to respond to the basic 
needs of its member countries while en- 
couraging personal and cultural develop- 
ment. Since operations began in 1978, the 
PSD has carried out over 550 projects based 
on requests from 20 member states. 
Canada, as the major donor to the PSD, 
contributed $1.3 million in 1983-84. Other 
major donors are France, Gabon, Tunisia 
and Cameroon. The Governments of 
Quebec and New Brunswick are also active 
participants in the PSD. 


Fisheries is one of the many sectors in which the PSD has sponsored technical assistance projects. (CIDA photo: 
M. Faugére) 
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Health 


Special Program for 
Research and Training 
in Tropical Diseases 


(TDR) 


In countries where poverty, illiteracy, 
malnutrition, unsafe water, inadequate 
housing, poor sanitation and poor hygiene 
are a daily reality, recurring disease, slow 
deterioration of health and high mortality 
rates are all accepted as a normal part of 
life. Together with an insecure food supply, 
these health problems pose a major impedi- 
ment to development. Canada supports a 
number of multilateral programs and agen- 
cies, such as those mentioned in earlier sec- 
tions, whose aim is to increase the well- 
being of the poorest of the poor through 
major health programs. Health care projects 
include population and infectious disease 
control, primary health care, safe water 
supply, maternal and child care, nutrition 
training, drug supply and institutional sup- 
port. A special challenge posed by tropical 
diseases is currently being addressed by the 
Special Program for Research and Training 
in Tropical Diseases (TDR). 


The Tropical Disease Research Program carries out 
research and development activities targetted at control- 
ling the major tropical diseases afflicting over one billion 
people in the developing world. (CIDA photo: D. 
Barbour) 


In 1975, the World Health Organization, 
the UN Development Program and the 
World Bank established the TDR Program 
to carry out research and development ac- 
tivities targetted at controlling the six major 
tropical diseases which afflict over 1 billion 
people in the developing world: malaria, 
schistosomiasis, filariasis, trypanosomiasis, 
leishmaniasis.and leprosy. The TDR Program 
is also dedicating its efforts to increasing 
self-sufficiency through the strengthening of 
national institutions, including training, to 
increase the research capabilities of the 
tropical countries affected by these diseases. 


This program has gained considerable 
ground in its battle against tropical diseases. 
With malaria and leprosy becoming more 
and more drug-resistant, research into new 
compounds becomes more critical every 
day. Progress has been made in early drug 
treatment for malaria and filariasis; in 
biological control of disease carriers, or vec- 
tors, for onchocerciasis and malaria; in the 
development and testing of a new vaccine 
for leprosy; testing for the diagnosis of 
malaria, leprosy and trypanosomiasis and in 
the identification and production of antigens 
needed for a vaccine against malaria. 
During the past five years, there has been 
more progress towards a malaria vaccine 
than during the previous 50 years, and the 
possibility of an effective vaccine has mov- 
ed from a concept viewed with skepticism 
to a real possibility. 


Since its inception, TDR’s expenditures have 
reached about U.S. $130 million, of which 
Canada has contributed over U.S. $4.6 
million. In 1984, Canada’s grant to the TDR 
program was $1.455 million. 


Onchocerciasis Control 
Program (OCP) 


Another important health program sup- 
ported by CIDA is the Onchocerciasis Con- 
trol Program. Onchocerciasis, or river 
blindness, affects over 20 million people in 
developing countries, centred mainly in the 
Volta River Basin in West Africa, Yemen, 
parts of south and central Africa, and some 
regions of South America. The disease vec- 
tor is a fly which, through multiple bites, 
spreads the parasitic worm causing the 
disease. These worms can live in the human 


body for up to 10-12 years, causing severe 
itching, general weakness, and, when the 
worms invade the eye, blindness. Short ex- 
posure to these fly bites is relatively 
harmless. However, for those who live near 
their breeding grounds — fast-flowing 
water — and must drink, wash and fish in 
them, blindness is an inevitable part of 
aging. In addition to the tragic human cost, 
the lost productivity and the abandonment 
of fertile lands bordering breeding sites is a 
major impediment to socio-economic 
development in these regions. 


In 1974 CIDA, along with the World Bank, 
eight other donors and three other interna- 
tional organizations, joined forces in a large 
control program. The target area was the 
Volta River Basin, where more than one 
million people have been infected and at 
least 100,000 have been blinded by the 
parasite. The twenty-year program is being 
carried out over an area of 750,000 square 
kilometres. It involves the spraying of lar- 
vicides on hundreds of blackfly breeding 
sites along 18,000 kilometres of rivers. The 
aerial spraying work is done by Viking 
Helicopters of St-Clet, Quebec. 


The retransmission of onchocerciasis is now 
controlled in over 80 per cent of the initial 
program area, and of the 3,500,000, 
children born in that time, virtually none is 
infected. While retransmission is under con- 
trol, the parasite still lives in infected in- 
dividuals and the prevalence of onchocer- 
ciasis, now on the decline, could increase 
once again if control operations are stopped 
too soon. Since the beginning of the pro- 
gram, Canada has contributed $9 million to 
OCP, whose total expenditures thus far 
exceed U.S. $125 million. The Canadian 
contribution for 1984 was $1.35 million. 


In a village in Burkina Faso, a doctor discusses the symptoms of river blindness, a disease affecting over 20 
million people in developing countries. (World Bank photo: R. Witlin) 


Agriculture 


The Environment 


Of the estimated one billion people in the 
developing world who are malnourished, 
over 450 million are actually starving. In 
1975, the annual food deficit of low income 
countries was the equivalent of about 25 
million tonnes of cereal. Because 
agricultural production, particularly in 
Africa, is experiencing considerable difficul- 
ty keeping pace with population growth, 
the deficit is expected to grow to 80 million 
tonnes by 1990. This heritage of malnutri- 
tion, which leads to poor health and a 
susceptibility to disease, severely com- 
promises the ability of people in these coun- 
tries either to increase food production or 
to earn the wages necessary to buy the food 
they need. 


Agriculture provides 44 per cent of the 
poorest countries’ Gross Domestic Product 
and accounts for 83 per cent of their 
employment. As the food gap widens, 
therefore, the whole economy is affected, 
resulting in ever-lower productivity and 
ever-greater hunger. This cycle of hunger, 
poverty and disease, and its relationship to 
productivity, is a basic impediment to 
development as well as a personal tragedy 
for hundreds of millions in the developing 
world. 


Closing the gap between food production 
and demand in the Third World is an im- 
mense undertaking which involves interven- 
tion at every point in the food cycle from 
seed to dinner table. Energy, transport, ap- 
propriate technology, land tenure and use, 
research, availability of water, environmen- 
tal preservation, animal and crop husban- 
dry and a host of other factors must be 
considered. 


The annual food deficit in developing countries is expected to reach 80 million tonnes by 1990 as agricultural pro- 
duction, particularly in Africa, is experiencing considerable difficulty in keeping pace with population growth. 


(CIDA photo: P. Chiasson) 


Consultative Group on 
International 
Agricultural Research 


(CGIAR) 


The Consultative Group on International 
Agricultural Research (CGIAR), supported 
by Canada, is an informal network of 
governments, international and regional 
organizations and private foundations, 
which supports 13 strategic international 
agricultural research centres and programs. 
The centres concentrate on those farming 
and livestock systems that yield three- 
quarters of the developing countries’ total 
food supply and they have made major pro- 
gress in what has come to be known as the 
“Green Revolution”. 


Breeding more productive and resistant 
varieties of grain and developing improved 
agronomic techniques, the CGIAR’s work 
has resulted in significant increases in yields 
over the last 10 years: 21 per cent in wheat; 
13 per cent in rice; 25 per cent in sorghum 
and 20 per cent in potatoes. In addition to 
research on these crops, the CGIAR has 
also made great strides in the growing of 
maize, millet, pigeonpeas, chickpeas, yams 
and cocoyams, all of which play a key role 
in the diets of millions of people in tropical 
and sub-tropical areas. Soil fertility, weed, 
pest and disease control and measures to 
prevent soil erosion have also improved due 


to CGIAR’s work. 


The development of triticale provides a 
good illustration of CGIAR’s efforts: a cross 
between rye and wheat, triticale maintains 
the best characteristics of both, with a cold 
and drought tolerance superior to wheat 
and the capability to grow in poor soils. 
Canadians were key figures in this project. 


In 1982-83, Canada provided more than $11 
million to CGIAR-supported centres, and 
close to $12 million in 1983-84. An interna- 
tional research centre outside the CGIAR 
network to which Canada also provides 
support is the International Council for 
Research in Agroforestry, which received 
close to $0.5 million from Canada in 
1983-84. 


The CGIAR supports 13 strategic international 
agricultural research centres and programs which concen- 
trate on those farming and livestock systems that yield 
three-quarters of the developing countries’ total food 
supply. (Inter-American Development Bank photo) 
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RANG DU CANADA PARMI LES PRINCIPAUX DONATEURS 
AUX AGENCES DE COOPERATION TECHNIQUE MULTILATERALE 


PNUD UNICEF FNUAP FCCT 
Donateur Contribution Donateur Contribution Donateur Contribution Donateur Contribution 
(en $ EU - 1985) (en $ EU —- 1983) (en $ EU —- 1983) (en £ - 1984) 
1. Etats-Unis 165 000 000 1. Etats-Unis 52 MUL BOO 1. Etats-Unis 33 760 000 1. Canada 8 284 000 
2. Japon iMl-(@l- 2. Italie 36 815 500 2. Japon 27 350 000 2. Royaume-Uni 6 607 000 
3. Norvége 45 197 000 3. Suede 27 627 300 3. Rép. fédérale 3. Australie 4 059 000 
4. Canada 45 031 000 4. Norvege 21 421 000 d’Allemagne 13 411 900 4. Nigeria 622 000 
5. Suéde 43 103 000 5. Canada 21 285 600 4. Norvege 11 539 000 5. Nouvelle-Zélande 452 000 
6. Pays-Bas 42 352 000 6. Fonds arabe 20 625 300 5. Pays-Bas 10 752 400 6. Inde 225 000 
7. Rép. fédérale 7. Danemark 19 852 900 6. Canada 8 333 300 7. Jamaique 120 000 
d’Allemagne 38 741 000 8. Rép. fédérale 7. Suede 6 215 300 8. Papouasie- 
8. Danemark 35 090 000 d’Allemagne 18 586 300 8. Danemark 4 623 300 Nouvelle-Guinée 87 000 
9. Italie 31 578 000 9. Pays-Bas 14 614 300 9. Royaume-Uni 3 985 700 9. Tanzanie 82 000 
10. France 26 276 000 10. Japon 130157, 300 10. Australie 1 960 800 10. Bangladesh 78 000 
PSD PSRF PLO GCRAI 
en eens ee ee eee ee ee ee ee ee eee re ———————— 
Donateur Contribution Donateur Contribution Donateur Contribution Donateur Contribution 


(en $ CAN - 1984) 


(en $ EU - 1983) 


(en $ EU - 1983) 


(en $ EU — 1984) 


Fe 


OO ew NE 


Canada 

France 

Gabon 

Canada (Québec) 

Céte-d'Ivoire 

Congo 

Djibouti 

Zaire 

Egypte 

Canada (Nouveau- 
Brunswick) 


1 400 000 
143 000 
55 000 
30 000 
16 000 
14 300 
14 300 
14 300 
11 500 


11 000 


sl 
So 


Banque mondiale 
PNUD 
Etats-Unis 
Norvege 
Suéde 
Danemark 
OMS 
Canada 
Fondation 
MacArthur 
Rép. fédérale 
d’Allemagne 


2 580 000 
2 179 000 
2 000 000 
1 844 000 
1 628 000 
1 397 000 
1 283 000 
1 211 000 


1 000 000 


915 000 


i. 


NO AE & 


Etats-Unis 
Banque mondiale 
Arabie saoudite 
Suisse 

Japon 

Canada 

Kuweit 

PNUD 
Royaume-Uni 
France 


2 500 000 
2 500 000 
2 000 000 
1 150 000 
1 100 000 
1 050 000 
1 000 000 
1 000 000 

840 000 

750 000 


Etats-Unis 

Banque mondiale 

Canada 

Japon 

BID 

PNUD 

Rép. fédérale 
d’Allemagne 

FIDA 

Italie 

Royaume-Uni 


45 250 000 
24 300 000 
10 330 000 
9 930 000 
9 100 000 
8 240 000 


7 550 000 
7 250 000 
6 790 000 
5 690 000 
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